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ABOUT THE WORLD DESIGN IMPACT PRIZE

  WORLD DESIGN IMPACT PRIZE 2011–2012 WINNER—COMMUNITY COOKER

The World Design Impact Prize is awarded every two 
years to an industrial design driven project that benefits 
society. Following a public nomination process, a multi-
disciplinary panel of experts selects a shortlist for the 
Prize, which is then voted on by Icsid’s more than 140 
member organizations. The first project to be awarded 
the Prize was the Community Cooker in 2012, followed by 
the ABC Syringe in 2014.

Each cycle the Prize seeks to recognize projects that 
use design thinking to tackle some of the world’s 
biggest challenges head on. Focusing on projects that 
improve economic, social, cultural, and environmental 
development, and that promote an expanded definition 
of industrial design, the Prize aims to amplify their impact 
by shining a spotlight on them.
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2015–2016 FINALISTS

82 PROJECTS, 34 COUNTRIES, 3 FINALISTS

The 82 nominated projects represent a range of innovative 
products, systems, and services that aim to build capacity 
and empower citizens. These designers have, among 
other things, sought to find new sources of clean drinking 
water, reduce reliance on fossil fuels, give people access to 
shelter, recycle waste, keep people healthy, and respond 
in times of crisis. In all cases, the nominees have imagined 
a better world and have invested time and energy in 
making their vision a reality. 

Here are the finalists:

HAPPYTAP
Designed by Jeff Chapin
Organization: WaterSHED
Project Leader: Geoff Revell
Project location: Vietnam and Cambodia
www.happytap.net
Using a sustainable, market based approach to hygiene, the 
HappyTap is helping combat the spread of diarrhoea and 
other transmissible diseases through the promotion of hand 
washing.

RE:BUILD
Designed by Pouya Khazaeli
Organization: Pilosio Building Peace Foundation
Project Leader: Cameron Sinclair
Project location: Jordan
pilosioaward.com/rebuild
A re-deployable building system for displaced populations, 
RE:BUILD combines natural elements like gravel, and typical 
items and accessories for construction like scaffolding tubes 
and, above all, the labour of the refugees themselves.

WARKA WATER 
Designed by Architecture and Vision
Organization: Warka Water Inc.
Project Leader: Arturo Vittori
Project location: Ethiopia
www.warkawater.org
Warka Water is an alternative water source for rural 
populations that face challenges in accessing drinkable water. 
Designed to be owned and operated by the villagers, the 
structure collects rain water and harvests fog and dew from 
the atmosphere. 

 HAPPYTAP—FINALIST OF THE WORLD DESIGN IMPACT PRIZE 2015–2016 

 RE:BUILD—FINALIST OF THE WORLD DESIGN IMPACT PRIZE 2015–2016

 WARKA WATER—FINALIST OF THE WORLD DESIGN IMPACT PRIZE 2015–2016

http://www.happytap.net
http://pilosioaward.com/rebuild
http://www.warkawater.org
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HAPPYTAP | Designed by Jeff Chapin

Every year, hundreds of thousands of families lose a child 
to diarrhoea, often caused by fecal-oral contamination. 
Using a sustainable, market-based approach to hygiene, 
the HappyTap is helping combat the spread of diarrhoea 
and other transmissible diseases through the promotion 
of hand washing. With USAID support, the device is now 
available for sale throughout Vietnam and Cambodia.

• A market-based approach to hand sanitizing
• Production of the devices is done by social enterprise
• Well-researched, human-centred design
• More than 10,000 units sold in Vietnam, reaching 

more than 40,000 people

In countries where hygiene awareness is high, other 
factors prevent the formation of hand washing habits. 
The design of the HappyTap, using a human centred 
process, tailors the functionality and aesthetics of the 
product to address several of these factors directly. 
These include making hand washing convenient and 
attractive with a device that is aspirational, beautiful, and 
that saves household water. The commercial launch of 
such a hand washing device represents an innovative 
part of the solution to an immense, global, public health 
challenge.

 WORLD DESIGN IMPACT PRIZE 2015–2016 FINALIST—HAPPYTAP
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RE:BUILD | Designed by Pouya Khazaeli

WORLD DESIGN IMPACT PRIZE 2015–2016 FINALIST—RE:BUILD

The project combines natural elements like gravel, 
and typical items and accessories for construction 
like scaffolding tubes and, above all, the labour of the 
refugees themselves. The contribution of the labourers in 
assembling this very simple, quick and intuitive structure 
ensures that they once again feel in charge of their own 
destiny. These revolutionary re-deployable structures 
can be adapted to the needs of individual communities, 
so they could become a house, a clinic or a school.

• A re-deployable building system for displaced 
populations

• Built without electricity or water in two weeks by ten 
labourers with no prior knowledge of construction

• Empowering refugees so they once again feel in 
charge of their own destiny 

• The pilot school in Zaatari is used by 120 kids to get 
an education

The goal of the project is to improve the living condition 
of refugees by using the proposed idea, instead of 
using tents and containers. It empowers by making 
the construction possible by the refugees themselves. 
It provides a re-deployable structure with a safe and 
permanent feeling. Completely re-deployable, it uses 
earth (earth, gravel or sand) from the location to prevent 
polluting the earth after displacement of the refugees. In 
this case the scaffolding light structure will be moved to 
a new location for a new structure.

A RE-DEPLOYABLE BUILDING SYSTEM FOR DISPLACED POPULATIONS
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WARKA WATER | Designed by Architecture and Vision

WORLD DESIGN IMPACT PRIZE 2015–2016 FINALIST—WARKA WATER

Warka Water is conceived for remote rural villages 
in Ethiopia. The villagers live in a beautiful natural 
environment but often without running water, electricity, 
a toilet or a shower. Women and children walk for miles 
every day to collect what is often contaminated water, 
and carry the water back in old plastic containers which 
are extremely heavy. With Warka Water, women and 
children can invest their time in care, education and other 
socially productive activities.

• An alternative water source for rural populations with 
limited access to drinking water

• Locally manufactured sourcing mainly indigenous 
materials

• 10 people can build a Warka in ten days 10 days 
without the need for power tools

• Aims to provide an average of 100L of drinking water 
daily

One of the goals of Warka Water is to inspire alternative 
water collection possibilities and to respond to water 
scarcity and unequal distribution. It is designed to 
harvest water from the atmosphere and creates a social 
space for the community where the villagers can gather 
for public meetings and educational activities especially 
about water management.

AN ALTERNATIVE WATER SOURCE FOR RURAL POPULATIONS



7

INTERNATIONAL REVIEW PANEL 2015-2016

DR. KRISTA DONALDSON

CEO, D-Rev (Canada, USA)

DR. ASHLEY HALL

Professor of Design 
Innovation, Innovation 
Design Engineering School 
of Design, Royal College of 
Art (UK)

MS. YOUNGHEE JUNG 

Explorer / Design research 
and innovation consultant 
(South Korea)

MR. SÉRGIO PÓVOA PIRES

President, Institute for 
Research and Urban Planning 
of Curitiba – IPPUC (Brazil)

DR. MARIANA AMATULLO

Co-Founder and Vice 
President, Designmatters 
Department, ArtCenter 
College of Design (USA)

AMBASSADORS OF IMPACTFUL DESIGN

Comprised of five international experts, this voluntary 
working group determined the shortlist on which the 
Icsid members voted in order to select the finalists 
and winner. This multidisciplinary panel drew on  

expertise from a number of fields such as engineering, 
architecture and urbanism, business, art, international 
development as well as the design professions in their 
evaluation of the nominated projects.

PROF. M’RITHAA TO AWARD THE PRIZE IN TAIPEI 
 

Professor Mugendi K. M’Rithaa will be present at the World Design 
Capital® Taipei 2016 International Design Gala on 18 March to award 
the Prize on behalf of Icsid. He will also take part in the seminar the 
morning of the Gala.

Mugendi has been a Professor and Senior Lecturer in Industrial 
Design at the Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT) since 
2005. Prior to that, he taught at the Universities of Botswana and 
Nairobi. Before moving to education, Mugendi was a Designer/
Accounts Executive with Communication Graphics and a Designer/
Researcher with the Kenya Building Research Centre, both located 
in Nairobi (Kenya).

 

Mugendi is an active member of the Cape Town Design Network, 
the Design Education Forum of Southern Africa (DEFSA), the 
Ergonomics Society of Southern Africa, the Network on Design 
for Social Innovation and Sustainability (DESIS) and the Learning 
Network on Sustainability (LeNS).

 

He holds a Master of Industrial Design from the Indian Institute of 
Technology-Mumbai and a PhD in Universal Design from CPUT.



8

CONTACT

  A BEHAVIOUR CHANGING SYRINGE —WINNER OF THE WORLD DESIGN IMPACT PRIZE 2013–2014

ABOUT ICSID

The International Council of Societies of Industrial Design 
(Icsid) is an international non-governmental organization 
founded in 1957 that promotes the profession of industrial 
design. Icsid advocates industrial design driven innovation 
that creates a better world, engaging our more than 140 
member organizations in collaborative efforts and carrying 
out international programming—World Design Capital®, 
World Design Impact Prize, World Industrial Design Day, 
and Interdesign.

Icsid members approved a motion at the last general 
assembly in October 2015 to renew the vision and mission 
and to change the name of the organization to World 
Design Organization (WDO). New branding and a new 
visual identity will be unveiled in the lead up to World 
Industrial Design Day 2016 on 29 June.

Icsid has United Nations Special Consultative Status.

LINKS

PRIZE WEBSITE
worlddesignimpact.org

ICSID WEBSITE
icsid.org

FACEBOOK 
facebook.com/icsid

TWITTER
twitter.com/icsid

YOUTUBE
youtube.com/
design4abetterworld

SARAH MONTPETIT

Communications Officer
t: +1 514 448 4949 ext. 238
f: +1 514 448 4948
e: smontpetit@icsid.org

http://twitter.com/icsid
http://youtube.com/user/design4abetterworld
http://youtube.com/user/design4abetterworld
mailto:smontpetit%40icsid.org?subject=

