
Reinventing a city 
through design



With more than half the world’s population now living in cities, design has become 
an increasingly fundamental tool for making cities more competitive, attractive, 
livable and efficient. The World Design Capital® (WDC) is designated by Icsid 
every two years to recognize a city’s innovative use of design for economic, 
social and cultural development and to showcase effective design-led urban 
revitalization strategies and projects from which other cities can benefit. 

What does it mean for a city 
to receive the title of World 
Design Capital?
Through a year-long design programme, World Design Capital® mobilizes an 
entire city to showcase their accomplishments in attracting and promoting 
innovative design and to encourage dialogue on urban revitalization strategies and 
best practices. A city that becomes a World Design Capital can expect to: 

• Gain visibility as a centre of creativity and innovation
• Attract investment, tourism and creative industries
• Strengthen and diversify economic development
• Improve the quality of life of its citizens 
• Enhance its position as a leading international centre of design
• Build its global image and take part in an international network of design cities
• Develop legacy projects that continue long after the designation year 

What is World Design Capital?

http://World Design Capital
http://www.icsid.org/


Which cities have received the 
WDC designation?

WDC Torino 2008
Our first designated city was Torino (Italy) in 2008. Becoming the World Design 
Capital gave Torino an opportunity to shape itself as a prominent city of design, 
communicating the importance for modern cities to use design as a tool to respond 
to urban challenges.

WDC Seoul 2010
Seoul’s (South Korea) status as WDC in 2010 increased its brand value to KRW 890 
billion (US 800 million) and led to the creation of the Dongdaemun Design Plaza 
(DDP), now a major urban development landmark of South Korea. It also helped the 
city to reach no. 9 on the 2010 Global Urban Competitiveness Index. 

WDC Helsinki 2012
Over 90% of Helsinki citizens recognized the City’s WDC 2012 designation, with two 
thirds of the population taking part in WDC activities. For Helsinki, WDC introduced 
design as a permanent and significant component of the city’s development. Helsinki 
also launched Design Driven City to ensure the WDC legacy continued well after the 
designation. 

WDC Cape Town 2014
Cape Town, the first African city to take on the WDC designation, democratized 
design, showcasing the value of design thinking and participatory design processes 
at the neighbourhood level, touching thousands of people in over 81 of the 111 
Wards. For every Rand spent on WDC, Cape Town generated another 2.46 Rand. 
Cape Town was also named #1 of 52 places to visit on The New York Times 2014 list. 

WDC Taipei 2016
As WDC 2016, the city of Taipei plans to make design thinking a driver of the city’s 
development and to showcase design as a powerful tool to reinvent a city and 
improve the lives of its citizens. 

WDC Mexico City 2018
The newest addition to the WDC network is Mexico City, having officially signed on 
during a ceremony held this March 2016. Their vibrant and entrepreneurial design 
community is using design thinking to build a liveable city, embracing old and new in 
their plans to showcase innovative design in urban planning. 

helsinki
2012

http://www.icsid.org/events/events/calendar106.htm
http://www.icsid.org/events/events/calendar331.htm
http://www.icsid.org/events/events/calendar589.htm
http://www.toimivakaupunki.fi/en/
http://wdc2016.taipei/en/
http://www.icsid.org/news/year/2016_news/articles2123.htm


How does a city become a World 
Design Capital?

05

BECOMING A WDC
A comprehensive guide to the application process

Design for a better world

The bid process to becoming a World Design 
Capital begins with the submission of an 
application that defines a city’s objectives for 
holding the designation, and provides a detailed 
account of the city’s contribution to design from 
a social, economical and cultural point of view. 
The submission phase is followed by an 
evaluation, city shortlist, city visits, final selection 
and announcement. Visit worldesigncapital.com 
for the complete application package.

What are the selection criteria?

The WDC Selection Committee, made up of international experts in the fields of 
design, urban planning, and economic and social development, bases its final 
decision on a number of criteria, including the ways in which citizens will benefit 
from the use of design in city planning, the capacity to organize and finance a 
year-long programme of design events, the mobilization and participation of the 
wider design community and large sectors of the population and visitors, and the 
fostering of a wider dialogue on urban revitalization strategies

http://www.worlddesigncapital.com/becoming-a-wdc/selection-committee/


This year’s World 
Design Capital 
Taipei 2016

Taipei is the place to be in 2016 
for designers and design-lovers 
worldwide



In just 50 years, the City of Taipei has reinvigorated 
its urban landscape to include a sophisticated 
transit system, specialized medical care and a 
bustling cultural infrastructure. Under the theme 
‘Adaptive City – Design in Motion’, Taipei will 
demonstrate why cities must be able to adapt to 
meet citizen’s demands. Despite limited resources, 
they have raised their citizens’ quality of life using 
design-led innovation to address urban challenges, 
and serve as a model for other cities around the 
world. Taipei’s talented and ever-growing design 
community is driving Taipei’s development—from 
the IT industry, graphic and product design industry 
to architects, engineers and community based urban 
regeneration projects. They are exploring the ways 
in which innovative “design thinking” can be used to 
pursue continual renewal and change in their urban 
governance, to create happiness in the lives of their 
citizens, to bring citizens a better quality of life in 
a liveable city, and to create a forward-looking city 
with design vision.

As this year’s World Design Capital, Taipei joins 
Torino, Seoul, Helsinki, and Cape Town, to 
become part of a global movement of cities who 
are communicating the importance of design to 
address urban challenges. Visit wdc2016.taipei for 
more details about Taipei’s year-long programme 
of international WDC signature events and local 
initiatives.

“WDC is a 
movement. It 
is bigger than 
any one place in 
which it is held.”



About the International Council of Societies of Industrial Design (Icsid)
The International Council of Societies of Industrial Design (Icsid) is an international non-governmental organization 
founded in 1957 that promotes the profession of industrial design. Icsid advocates industrial design driven innovation 
that creates a better world, engaging our more than 140 member organizations in collaborative efforts and carrying 
out international programming—World Design Capital®, World Design Impact Prize, World Industrial Design Day, and 
Interdesign.

Icsid members approved a motion at the last general assembly in October 2015 to renew the vision and mission and to 
change the name of the organization to World Design Organization (WDO). New branding and a new visual identity will be 
unveiled in the lead up to World Industrial Design Day 2016 on 29 June.

Icsid has United Nations Special Consultative Status.
www.icsid.org

For more information, please contact 
Augie Van Biljouw
Icsid’s Director of Communications
avanbiljouw@icsid.org


