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Day One – Saturday, 17 October 2015 
 
1.0 OPENING OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

1.1 Welcome        
Chairperson and President Dr. Brandon Gien opened the 29th Icsid General Assembly by 
welcoming all the attendees to Gwangju (South Korea), expressing his joy at meeting 
everyone face to face to discuss the future in what are exciting times for the organisation.  

1.2 Announcements       

1.2.1 Senators present  
He expressed his thanks at the contribution of the six active Senators from the 2013-2015 
term and invited those present to come up to the front to be acknowledged, namely Mr. Luigi 
Ferrara (Canada), Dr. Carlos Hinrichsen (Chile) and Prof. Soon-Yin Lee (South Korea). 

1.2.2 Board of Directors present  
He also invited the members of the Board of Directors to come to the front and thanked them 
all for their hard work and support throughout the term. He noted that Mr. Pierre-Yves Panis 
of the Board of Directors was unable to join the General Assembly and sends his deepest 
apologies. (See Appendix I for a complete list of members of the Board of Directors present.) 

1.2.3 Regional Advisors present  
He then asked the eight regional advisors present to rise in order to be acknowledged for 
helping strengthen the representation of Icsid in all corners of the globe and adding value to 
Icsid membership. (See Appendix I for a complete list of Regional Advisors present.) 

1.2.4 Observers present 
Dr. Gien gave a special welcome to Ms. Päivi Lähdesmäki of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) attending as an observer. 

1.2.5 Secretariat present  
He welcomed Icsid’s Secretary General, Ms. Dilki de Silva (Canada) and the members of the 
Secretariat present.   

1.2.6 In memoriam  
Dr. Gien invited everyone to take a moment to recognise the work of Kenji Ekuan who sadly 
passed away in February of 2015. Kenji supported Icsid during his time as President but also 
for many years as Senator. He recounted the pleasure he had on meeting Kenji, and how he 
specifically wanted to share his vision for Icsid with him. Dr. Gien was touched by the latter’s 
support and encouragement to steer Icsid in this new direction.  
 
Dr. Gien also spoke of the huge honour he had representing Icsid at Kenji’s funeral. He 
noted how there were many people present whose lives had been touched by this man and 
how although Kenji will be greatly missed, his passion for design to create a better world will 
live on forever. 
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The South Korean design community also lost a great luminary this year in Mr. Paik 
Jongwon, former CEO of Seoul Design Foundation, and the owner of the Institute of 
Dongdaemun Design Plaza (DDP). Dr. Gien offered condolences to the hosts and highlighted 
some of Mr. Paik’s achievements in the field. 
 
A minute of silence was observed.     

1.2.7 Delegates present  
Members from the six regions of the world – Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, North 
America and Oceania – were asked to stand in turn to be acknowledged. 
 
Following a warm round of applause for delegates present, Dr. Gien explained that the Icsid 
Constitution and By-laws governed the operations of the general assembly and that as 
chairperson he was responsible for ensuring that the general assembly was a fair and 
transparent platform for member participation and interaction. He added that the agenda 
included several question and answer sessions during which the membership would be 
invited to address the assembly and share comments or questions from any of the 
microphones in the room after stating their name and the name of their organisation.  
 
Dr. Gien explained that the 2013-2015 Board was accountable for their work over the last 
term and that he hoped the members would get to learn more about this work over the 
course of the next two days, including their achievements as well as the challenges they 
faced during the term.  
 
Day one would focus on the new direction for the orgnisation, Renew Icsid and our blueprint 
for change, our member engagement initiative and the proposed constitutional changes, 
followed by the election of the 2015-2017 Board of Directors. Day two would present the 
international programming that Icsid has worked on this term. He noted how members 
would also be asked to vote on the shortlist for the World Design Impact Prize and to be 
sure to read through the documentation on the shortlisted projects provided in the 
registration package. He also mentioned that the World Design Capital® 2018 designated 
city would be announced as well as the results of the Board of Directors elections. 

1.2.8 Confirmation of proxies  
The assembly was notified of the list of council member organisations that had assigned 
their proxy vote to another council member organisation (see Appendix II). This list was 
approved by the Board of Directors on 16 October 2015.    

1.2.9 Quorum announced   
Secretary General Ms. Dilki de Silva confirmed that 67 ratified council votes were present on 
the floor at the commencement of the assembly and therefore surpassed the required 
quorum of 40, which is equal to one third of the 118 ratified council members in good 
standing at this point in the general assembly. 
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2.0 GENERAL ASSEMBLY PROCESS  

2.1 Appointment of parliamentarian      
The chairperson announced the appointment of Mr. Luigi Ferrara, Senator and 
representative of Centre for Arts, Design & Information Technology, George Brown College 
(Canada) as parliamentarian of the assembly who confirmed the acceptance of this role. 

2.2 Appointment of scrutineers 
The chairperson announced the appointment of Ms. Ana María López, representing the 
University of Anahuac (Mexico) and Prof. Judit Varhelyi, representing Tama Art University 
(Japan) as scrutineers of the Board of Directors election, who both confirmed acceptance of 
this role. 

2.3 Approval of agenda        
Motion 1: To approve the agenda of the XXIX general assembly 

• In favour: Unanimous 
• Against: 0 
• Abstentions: 0 
• Result: Motion passed 

2.4 Approval of minutes from the previous general assembly  
Motion 2: To approve the minutes of the XXVIII general assembly 

• In favour: Unanimous 
• Against: 0 
• Abstentions: 0 
• Result: Motion passed 

   
 

3.0 RATIFICATIONS  

3.1 Membership 
3.1.1 Existing membership   
Motion 3: To ratify the list of existing members (see Appendix III) 

• In favour: Unanimous 
• Against: 0 
• Abstentions: 0 
• Result: Motion passed 

 
3.1.2 Membership changes 
Motion 4: To ratify membership changes (see Appendix IV) 

• In favour: Unanimous 
• Against: 0 
• Abstentions: 0 
• Result: Motion passed 

      
3.1.3 Withdrawals & terminations 
Motion 5: To ratify membership withdrawals and terminations (see Appendix V) 

• In favour: Unanimous 
• Against: 0 
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• Abstentions: 0 
• Result: Motion passed 

    
3.1.4 Provisional members  
Motion 6: To ratify provisional memberships approved by the Board of Directors (see 
Appendix VI) 

• In favour: Unanimous 
• Against: 0 
• Abstentions: 0 
• Result: Motion passed     

  
 

4.0 PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 

4.1 Renew Icsid presentation 
Dr. Gien started by reminding the assembly of the mandate given to the Board in Montreal in 
2013, and how everyone agreed that Icsid needed to embrace the changes taking place in 
the industry to ensure that it remained a dynamic and relevant organisation. He expressed his 
pleasure at being able to share the fruit of the Board’s labour and the proposed new vision 
and direction. He thanked the Board for all their efforts in creating this vision, he thanked the 
senators for their support and insight, and he thanked the Secretary General and her team for 
all their hard work. 
 
Firstly Dr. Gien talked about how the world is changing and facing growing challenges, just as 
the profession of industrial design is changing and practitioners are now taking leadership 
roles in designing innovative and adaptive business models, social systems, customer centric 
services and experiences and innovation agendas, all with a view to designing a better world. 
With this in mind, he described how the Board created a vision more closely aligned to the 
emerging solutions economy and Icsid’s brand promise - Design for a Better World. He then 
invited the assembly to watch a short video about industrial design in the solutions economy. 
 
(Refer to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vh1e0ICu8hI for the video. URL valid as at 17 
October 2015). 
 
And as an international non-governmental organisation, he stressed that Icsid has a 
responsibility to take a solutions-based approach to addressing economic and social 
challenges and contributing to the betterment of our environment and society. The new vision 
is about setting the global design agenda, and through programmes, focus on Design for a 
better world. 
 
Secondly Dr. Gien spoke of the new strategic vision and early plan, titled ‘Renew Icsid’, that 
aims to give the organisation new meaning, new purpose and new value. This vision 
supported by a strategic plan is to enable Icsid to become an authoritative voice on design 
and to take a leadership stance on some of the world’s most profound issues. 
 
Thirdly he talked about one of the central pillars of this plan, namely a regional engagement 
framework that would allow Icsid to identify regional priorities, which in turn would help guide 
us as the world body in setting a global design agenda. He also then discussed the Board’s 
decision to propose World Design Organization (WDO) as the new organisational name, as it 
better reflects this renewed vision and mission and more clearly connects to existing events 
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and initiatives including World Design Capital, the World Design Impact Prize, the World 
Design Partner® Programme and the overall mandate, Design for a Better World. 
 
Finally, Dr. Gien reaffirmed Icsid’s commitment to keeping industrial design at the heart of its 
mission and vision. The World Design Organization would still be the voice of industrial 
design, all while acknowledging that the profession has changed dramatically over the years 
and has become uniquely placed to engage with other professions such as engineering, 
architecture, business, science and technology. On this topic, he discussed the work that the 
Professional Practice Committee had done over the term to review Icsid’s definition of 
industrial design, created in the early 1970’s, and noted that this would be presented to the 
assembly on day two. He also briefly spoke of the World Industrial Design Medal, an initiative 
to also be presented on day two, which highlights Icsid’s continued commitment to industrial 
design. He then invited the assembly to watch a short video of comments from leading 
designers around the world regarding how design has changed, and their thoughts on Icsid’s 
new direction. 
 
(Refer to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4avxxuzXfs for the video. URL valid as at 17 
October 2015). 
 
 
Dr. Gien also highlighted the importance of consulting stakeholders and collecting feedback 
during the process of elaborating the Renew Icsid Plan. He mentioned the webinars in early 
2015, which were followed by regional dialogues in May and June, and finally the member 
outreach survey conducted in July and August. All these member outreach initiatives will be 
key in developing and implementing a comprehensive Membership Development and 
Engagement Plan. 

4.2  Member outreach report      
Prof. Mugendi M’Rithaa presented some of the key questions asked of members in the 
member outreach survey conducted in July and August of this year, along with responses 
and how Icsid plans to address these opportunities. He started by mentioning that most 
respondents already supported the change of name to World Design Organization, and 
reiterated that industrial design would remain at the core of the organisation. 
 
After commenting on the robust response rate, the first question Prof. M’Rithaa looked at 
was the question about why members decide to join Icsid. He noted that 36% chose ‘other’, 
and therefore further work needed to be done to drill down and learn more about 
motivations. He then noted that there are plans to create a world design knowledge bank 
following further work next term to share best practices to help us all learn from our peers, 
using case studies and real experience, which will certainly add value to being a member of 
Icsid.  
 
The second question was whether joining Icsid had fulfilled member expectations, with 43% 
saying yes, and 32% saying yes and no, and 25% saying no. Again, further work needs to 
be done in the coming term to better understand those different responses. 
 
To the question about what has satisfied members at Icsid, a significant number mentioned 
Icsid events, the prestige associated with the organisation and networking opportunities. 
Yet, there are still challenges. Icsid events are seen as very valuable, but infrequency and 
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high participation costs are seen as obstacles. There is also feedback about the need for 
more local events and a better alignment with local and regional needs.  
 
After looking at a number of suggestions from members as to how to improve membership 
value, Prof. M’Rithaa concluded by saying that Icsid plans to pursue the work started this 
term by speaking with members to better understand these responses in order to improve 
the member value proposition. He also said that Icsid will strive to be more responsive and 
develop methodologies to work more closely with members on a regional basis so that 
members could collectively reap the benefits. 
 
After thanking Prof. M’Rithaa, Dr. Gien reiterated the key points of the Renew Icsid and 
asked members for their support in moving forward with the Plan. 

4.3 Questions & answers 
Thomas Garvey, of educational member Carleton University (Canada) first congratulated the 
Board on the work accomplished in the term and expressed his support for the proposed 
Constitution. One comment however was on the fact that in the existing Constitution, there 
are four stated aims, the third of which is the advancement of the study of design, making 
education an integral part of the vision statement, in addition to being a membership pillar. In 
the proposed vision statement, which he said he thought was very comprehensive and good, 
there was however no longer any mention of education. Prof. Garvey expressed that Icsid is 
first and foremost a professional organisation, however every professional organisation 
should always be looking to the next generation, i.e. today’s students. So the question is why 
that is so, and perhaps a suggestion to add some words related to education or study in the 
text in future. He also recommended the option to invite student observers at the general 
assembly to promote, inspire and engage them and bring them into the profession.  
 
Dr. Gien thanked Prof. Garvey for the comment. He stated that the pillars are not changing, 
and Icsid would still be representing the corporate, educational, promotional and professional 
members and that it is an implied part of our mission that Icsid will continue to promote the 
advancement of the education of design. He did acknowledge that Prof. Garvey’s comment 
was very relevant and said that the Board had looked at how to engage the younger 
generation of designers, how does Icsid develop programmes that not only allow students to 
be part of the general assembly, but for the younger generation to be a part of Icsid and this 
new direction. He thanked him for the valuable insight and said that this indeed could be 
something that the next Board would look at moving forward. 
 
Prof. Garvey then added that he and many other members from the educational pillar had 
voted for the new president based on his passion for education, and that Prof. Garvey had 
complete faith that he will be taking on the education challenge, but that said, it seemed 
important to have it in writing somewhere as well sometime in the future, in order to assure 
long-term continuity.  
 
Prof. Judit Varhelyi, of educational member Tama Art University (Japan) pointed out that in 
the current Constitution, article 17 allows for members to call for an extraordinary general 
assembly, provided certain conditions are respected. She notices that in the proposed 
Constitution, only the Board is allowed to call an extraordinary general assembly. She noted 
that the two should go together and that it seemed only right to keep both provisions in the 
new Constitution. 
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Dr. Gien thanked her for her input and explained the rationale for this change was to 
streamline and modernise the Constitution. He then asked the Secretary General to clarify 
how such a change might be proposed officially. The response from Ms. Dilki de Silva was 
to say that this could be a proposed amendment to the motion once the motion comes to 
the floor. 
 
Mr. Jan Stavik, of professional member designaustria (Austria) wanted to congratulate the 
Board and mention the two reasons he hopes the assembly will support the changes. The 
first reason he mentioned was the name change, which he felt had two positive aspects: 
firstly it is more ambitious, and it leaves room for interesting possibilities in the future. The 
second reason he would like to support the proposal is the heading “Design for a better 
world”. This type of organisation is always at risk of becoming irrelevant, and for that reason, 
he felt that Icsid could not have chosen a more relevant sentence. He concluded by saying 
that both these aspects lend themselves to a more dynamic organisation. 

 
 

5.0 AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS  

5.1 Overview and ratification of amendments to Constitution & By-laws  
Dr. Gien reminded the assembly that the proposed motions to amend the Constitution were 
circulated to members three months before the general assembly and that these motions 
require a two-thirds majority vote to be adopted. He explained that the amendments were 
broken into three separate motions, and that they would be explained each in turn and voted 
on in turn. 
 
The first motion presented by Dr. Gien proposed changes to Article 5 of the Constitution: the 
aims and vision of the organisation. He explained that the two key changes here were to 
emphasise the important role of industrial design in addressing some of the world’s biggest 
social and environmental challenges, and to highlight the need to discuss and identify 
regional priority issues to feed into Icsid’s global design agenda. He invited anyone wanting to 
speak for or against the motion to step up to the microphones. 
 
Motion 7: Approval of the new aims and vision as presented in the proposed Constitution. 

• In favour: 76 
• Against: 0 
• Abstentions: 1 

Result: Motion passed  
 
The second motion presented by Dr. Gien proposed changes to Article 1 of the Constitution 
(Article 2 in the proposed Constitution) and was in regard to the Board recommendation to 
change the organisation’s name from International Council of Societies of Industrial Design 
(Icsid) to the World Design Organization (WDO).  
 
Dr. Gien proceeded to reiterate the thought process that led to this proposal from the Board 
and the implications of such a decision. He invited anyone with questions or comments to 
step up to the microphones. 
 
Motion 8: Change the name of the organisation from the International Council of Societies of 
Industrial Design (Icsid) to the World Design Organization (WDO). 

• In favour: 68 
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• Against: 1 
• Abstentions: 8 

Result: Motion passed  
 
The third motion presented by Dr. Gien proposed additional changes to the Constitution to 
address minor and ongoing operational issues. He then proceeded to review all of these, as 
listed in Articles 2 through 12 of the proposed Constitution, inviting members to ask questions 
or make comments after each Article. (See Appendix VII for an overview of the proposed 
amendments.) 
 
One amendment to the motion, proposed by Prof. Varhelyi, aiming to reinstate the option for 
council members to call an extraordinary general assembly, was adopted. Therefore, the 
section ‘General assembly – Extraordinary’ of Article 10 in the proposed Constitution was 
amended to read as follows: “An extraordinary general assembly shall be called by the 
board to be held within four months of receipt of a request in writing of not less than 25% of 
the council members. An extraordinary general assembly may be called by the board at its 
own initiative subject to one-fourth of voting members being present, including proxies. In 
such an event, members will be given no less than two months notice of the meeting and its 
agenda.” 
 
Motion 9: Approval of the remaining amendments to the Constitution. 

• In favour: Unanimous 
• Against: 0 
• Abstentions: 0 

Result: Motion passed  
 

 
6.0 CANDIDATES FOR THE 2015-2017 BOARD 
 
In way of introduction, Dr. Gien invited Prof. M’Rithaa to say a few words about the 
importance of the election process. Prof. M’Rithaa praised the expertise and commitment of 
nominees and said how he looks forward to working with the new Board to implement the 
vision put forth this term.  

6.1 Introduction of candidates 
Dr. Gien introduced the board nominees from the advance slate: 

• Mrs. Luisa Bocchietto, Associazione per il Disegno Industriale (Italy) 
• Mr. Shikuan Chen, Taiwan Design Center [Taiwan (Chinese Taipei)] 
• Ms. Vivian Wai Kwan Cheng, Hong Kong Design Center (Hong Kong SAR) 
• Prof. Alpay Er, Ozyegin University (Turkey) 
• Mr. Mario Gagnon, Association of Canadian Industrial Designers (Canada) 
• Prof. Yongqi Lou, Tongji University (China) 
• Ms. Eunjoo Maing, Korea Institute of Design Promotion (South Korea) 
• Mr. Gilles Rougon, École nationale supérieure des Arts Décoratifs (France) 
• Mr. Srini Srinivasan, Lumium, Inc. (USA) 
• Prof. David Swann, Royal College of Art (UK) 
• Mr. Nils Toft, Swedish Industrial Design Foundation (Sweden) 
• Ms. Cathy Veninga, Designers Institute of New Zealand Inc. (New Zealand) 
• Dr. Makoto Watanabe, Chiba University (Japan) 
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Dr. Gien informed the assembly that nominee Mr. Nils Toft and Dr. David Swann were both 
unable to attend but had sent a video presentation. He also informed the assembly that 
advance nominee Mr. Sérgio Póvoa Pires had withdrawn from the election prior to the 
assembly. 

6.2 Nominations from the floor 
Ms. de Silva explained the process for making a nomination from the floor. Dr. Gien invited 
the council membership to make any additions to the slate for the position of Board 
Member. 

1. Ms. Cristina Guzmán, of educational member Universidad de Monterrey (Mexico) 
nominated herself on behalf of educational member Universidad de Monterrey 
(Mexico). The nomination was seconded by senator Prof. Carlos Hinrichsen of 
educational member Instituto Professional Duoc UC De La Pontifica Universidad 
Catolica de Chile (Chile). 

6.3 Approval of final slate 
Motion 10: Approval of the final slate of Board of Directors nominees, including one 
individual nominated from the floor. 

• In favour: Unanimous 
• Against: 0 
• Abstentions: 0 

Result: Motion passed  
 

7.0 CANDIDATES FOR 2015-2017 PRESIDENT-ELECT 

7.1 Introduction of candidates 
Dr. Gien informed the assembly that nominee Mr. Pierre-Yves Panis had withdrawn from the 
election prior to the assembly and introduced the remaining President-elect nominee from the 
advance slate: 

• Mr. Gianfranco Zaccai, Continuum (USA) 

7.2 Nominations from the floor 
Dr. Gien invited the council membership to make any additions to the slate for the position 
of President-elect. 

1. Mr. Ralph Wiegmann, of promotional member iF International Forum Design GmbH 
(Germany) nominated Mrs. Luisa Bocchietto, of professional member Associazione 
per il Disegno Industriale (Italy). The nomination was accepted by Mrs. Luisa 
Bocchietto, ADI (Italy). 

7.3 Approval of final slate 
Motion 11: Approval of the final slate of President-elect nominees, including one 
individual nominated from the floor. 

• In favour: Unanimous 
• Against: 0 
• Abstentions: 0 

Result: Motion passed  
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8.0 ELECTION        

8.1 Presentation by Board of Directors candidates 
The candidates for the position of Board Member were invited, in alphabetical order, to 
provide a one-minute statement of their expertise and the contribution they would like to 
make if elected. 

8.3 Presentation by President-elect candidates 
The candidates for the position of President-elect were invited to provide a three-minute 
statement on their vision for the Board of Directors. 
 
Mrs. Luisa Bocchietto, nominted by iF International Forum Design (Germany), said that she 
had worked on the Board, and would like to continue to work on the Board, but that she also 
wanted to be President-elect. She explained that for six years she was president of the 
industrial designers association in Italy (ADI), an association representing a range of 
professionals working in design, and that ADI was one of the founders of Icsid. She 
expressed her desire to be President-elect because she is an architect, she is editorial chief 
of a magazine, and she works across professions, and multiplicity of disciplines is exactly 
what Icsid will need to move ahead with its new vision and mission. She also suggested that 
in this day and age we need more women in positions of power, because women have a 
different way of taking care of people and things. She concluded with the story of the birth 
of ADI, which was created to represent the new discipline of industrial design. But the 
people who created ADI thought “This is not enough”; they also wanted to create a world 
association. One year later, Icsid was born. She explained how like ADI, she wants to be 
present in 2017 when the organisation celebrates its 60th anniversary. Not only that, but she 
wants to be there when Icsid celebrates its rebirth and the start of another 60 years. 
 
Dr. Gianfranco Zaccai, nominated by Continuum (USA), started by saying that he had a long 
connection with Icsid, running back to the 1960’s and 70’s, thanks in large part to having 
studied under Prof. Pulos. He stated that he decided to run for President based on the 
changes that he saw this current Board implement. He then described the area in which he 
believed industrial designers currently operate and that there was a need to expand this 
space, which he would describe as post-industrial, and which he said felt very much like 
what Dr. Gien and the current Board had proposed with their work this term. But he argued 
that it was important to make this initiative real. A vision must be set, but in order to make it 
reality, a path to that vision needs to become tangible as quickly as possible. What can be 
done in the short and mid-term? The ideal future should remain the long-term goal, but the 
trajectory to get there needs to change in the short-term. He expressed the need for 
pragmatism, the need to look at Icsid’s financial underpinnings, and to create programmes 
that give value to members and to those members’ members. He advocated for the creation 
of global standards in education for design, in contracts and contractual negotiations and in 
intellectual property. Lastly he said we needed to make Icsid more relevant in a variety of 
contact points, from regional events to events on topics related to sustainability, cultural 
identity, with bottom of the pyramid development, and events that can be done face to face 
or through the internet and in new ways through social media. 

8.4 Questions & answers for candidates 
There were no questions. 
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8.5 Explanation of Board process 
Dr. Gien explained the voting process, reminding the assembly to add the names of those 
running from the floor. He reiterated how many Board Members each voter could select, 
mentioning that any ballot with more than one President-elect candidate selected and/or 
more than nine Board Member candidates selected would be void. 

8.6 Election of the Board 
The council membership completed their election ballots and submitted them. Dr. Gien then 
thanked the assembly for its attention and participation and officially closed day one of the 
general assembly. 
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Day Two – Sunday 18 October 2015 
 
9.0 PRESIDENT’S WELCOME 
 
Dr. Gien welcomed everyone to day two of the assembly and commented on the enthusiasm 
and energy he noticed after the close of day one. He suggested that it would be important to 
live up to the promise proposed by the new direction of the organisation, its mission and its 
new name, as approved by the assembly on day one. 

 
10.0 SECRETARY GENERAL’S ADDRESS 
 
Ms. de Silva welcomed everyone to Gwangju and started her address by saying that in these 
times of great change for the profession and for the world, Icsid is in a position of strength. 
She then explained how this was in large part thanks to its members, and to the vision of 
past Boards who developed a roster of programming that has placed the organisation as a 
world leader for design. 
 
She highlighted a diversified business model developed in 2004 as another key strength 
allowing Icsid to survive economic risk and financial volatility and thanked Luigi Ferrara, 
Carlos Hinrichsen, Adrienne Viljoen and Gianfranco Zaccai, present at this general assembly, 
for their invaluable help in approving this model, as well as thanking Montreal International, 
and Icsid members Autodesk, Continuum and Tupperware for their continued support. She 
then proceeded to give a brief snapshot of operations for the last ten years.  
 
In 2004, Icsid relied almost exclusively on membership fees to operate. By 2009, financial 
capacity building was underway with programmes such as ICI and World Design Capital. By 
2014, Icsid had achieved its objective of reducing its reliance on membership fees and was 
well positioned for 2015 and beyond. It has been a work in progress, and Ms. de Silva 
mentioned that Icsid is now reaping good results as a result of this work and empowering the 
organisation to implement its new vision. 
 
She went on to say that Icisd’s rich history and roster of international programming provides 
a goldmine with which to work and that the next term would be about questioning and 
critiquing our approach, developing a more focused plan to better serve and grow the Icsid 
community. Two of the programmes in particular are at the heart of the organisation: 
Interdesign, the longest-running programme, and World Design Capital, the programme that 
represents the core of Icsid’s reputation and its largest revenue source. Both these 
programmes are well-aligned with the mission and vision and still offer growth potential. 
 
She then talked about the need to take advantage of our consultative status with the United 
Nations and make an effort to better communicate how the profession contributes to the 
solutions economy. This coming term will see the creation of a five-year business plan to 
help identify regional priority issues, the establishing of policies, and explore the creation of 
a “world design knowledge bank”. 
 
She then cautioned the assembled members on the challenges often associated with 
managing change, including the need for flexibility and for aligning incentives, and the 
difficulty in seeing all interdependencies. Human factors also come into play. For example, 
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are there conflicting motivations? Do all stakeholders understand what is needed to achieve 
organisational goals? There is of course much more work to be done, but the Icsid 
leadership is looking forward to working with all members, and other organisations with 
common interests, to find win-win opportunities for collaboration. 
 
Ms. de Silva discussed Megatrends, those sweeping forces affecting communities 
worldwide, and how they can be used as a baseline to begin work next term. By working 
with all members, we hope to identify solutions to these trends and thus make our work 
relevant globally.  
 
She then went on to discuss the Renew initiative in greater depth. She stressed the 
importance of feedback and said how the gathering of member feedback will continue in the 
new term so that Icsid can fully understand how best to implement Renew for the benefit of 
members and the wider community.  
 
She discussed the unique qualities of the World Design Partner® Programme forming 
alliances on the basis of a corporation’s potential for alignment with Icsid’s values and 
philosophy. For these distinct companies, Icsid provides an opportunity to boost their 
strategic commitments to design as a competitive advantage by identifying an opportunity via 
Icsid programming to distinguish themselves from less design effective and socially 
conscious competitors. And she noted the need to find additional similar partnerships, with 
R&D capabilities and access to new audiences, which will allow the organisation to grow 
and develop in ways that the membership may not even expect. 
 
She concluded by saying that the transformation Icsid is embarking upon is a demanding 
multiyear effort; it will take a few years before operating capacity is poised for this major new 
growth. Work next term will begin with a programme audit and the launch of a new brand 
strategy. She then expressed her hope that members would support the initiative and align 
their strategies with Icsid’s.  
 
She then noted that today, the organisation is stronger as a result of the work of the board of 
directors and their commitment to building this new foundation and securing its relevance for 
many more years to come.  
 
Finally, she pledged her support to Dr. M’Rithaa and the incoming Board for the coming 
term and then thanked the Senate, the Regional Advisors, the ICI partners and World Design 
Partners, outgoing President Dr. Gien and the 2013-2015 Board, as well as the Secretariat 
team for their hard work and support over the last term. 
 
  
11.0 BOARD SUB COMMITTEES AND INITIATIVES 

11.1 Membership Development and Retention Committee 
Dr. Gien spoke of the Membership Committee and how it was responsible for the member 
outreach initiative described on day one of the assembly. The Committee worked to improve 
Icsid’s member value proposition as the organisation develops its new focus on the solutions 
economy. This Committee was led by Ralph Wiegmann and comprised Vivian Cheng and 
Srini Srinivasan. 
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11.2 Professional Practise Committee 
Dr. Gien then described how the Professional Practise Committee, comprised of Mr. Pierre-
Yves Panis, Mrs. Luisa Bocchietto, Mr. Mario Gagnon, and Dr. Mugendi M’Rithaa, was 
tasked this past term with crafting a new definition of industrial design for the global design 
community to reflect the changes in our community and the current environment. With input 
from the Board, the Committee used feedback received from members and the wider design 
community via the RenewID social media campaign to develop both a succinct, dictionary 
style version as well as a more detailed version: 
 
"Industrial design is a strategic problem-solving process applicable to products, systems, 
services and experiences, which results in innovation, business success and a better quality 
of life." 
 
"Industrial design is a strategic problem-solving process applicable to products, systems, 
services and experiences which results in innovation, business success and a better quality 
of life. It is a trans-disciplinary profession that links innovation, technology, business, 
research and customers in harnessing creativity and visualization to resolve problems and 
create solutions. It reframes problems as opportunities with the intent of making a better 
product, system, service, experience or business, and providing new value and competitive 
advantage. Industrial Design is aware of economic, social, environmental and ethical 
aspects of its outcome aimed at creating a better world."  
 
He then noted that Icsid will work on building in any further comments and making 
improvements to this version before posting it on the Icsid website.  

11.3 World Industrial Design Medal 
Dr. Gien took this opportunity to further describe the special World Industrial Design Medal to 
be presented for the first time at the 2017 GA to an individual who has made a significant 
contribution to the field of industrial design and who has made a significant impact by using 
design. He noted that this was an idea presented initially by Ms. Eunjoo Maing. The selection 
committee would consist of active Icsid Senators and provide an opportunity to strengthen 
member connections as well as to celebrate the industry’s success stories and achievements. 
It would also reinforce our ongoing commitment to be the global voice for industrial design 
and to our organisation's rich legacy. 

 
 

12.0 TREASURER’S REPORT 

12.1 Financial Report of 2013-2015 
Treasurer Ms. Eunjoo Maing (South Korea) noted that despite an underperforming world 
economy, Icsid continues to deliver balanced budgets and remain in good financial standing. 
She went on to explain that the priority this term had been the development of the Renew 
Icsid plan, accomplished with existing resources. A member outreach initiative was also 
conducted with a goal of improving member value. 
 
While membership revenue remained steady, she noted that its proportion has declined from 
84% in 2004 to 27% in 2014, and as per the business plan, programme-related income and 
grants now accounted for a more significant proportion of revenue. The World Design Capital 
designation launched in 2007 has grown to cover 26% while the World Design Partner 
programme represented 25% of 2014 revenue. Also, Icsid successfully negotiated a grant 
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from Montreal International to extend the Montreal office lease for three additional years, from 
June 2015 to May 2018. 
 
  
She also touched upon the International Design Alliance (IDA) Congress and general 
assembly revenue, which had declined due to the cancellation of the IDA Congress in Turkey 
and the dissolution of the IDA in 2013. 
 
She went on to explain that this term funds were attributed to developing a staff retention 
plan, improving technical capabilities and online communications – including a new website to 
be implemented next term – as well as to strengthening existing programming. She also 
discussed how funds owed by the International Federation of Interior Architects/Designers 
(IFI) for IDA related management work had been collected, but that those owed by Icograda 
(now Ico-D) could not be collected. Furthermore, the financial contribution from the host of the 
International Design Congress in Gwangju was insufficient to cover the costs of the general 
assembly, so the Board approved a small percentage of Icsid’s reserved funds be committed 
to the event in order to ensure its success. 
 
Ms. Maing informed the assembly that the financial statements presented in the 2013-2015 
Board Report (see Appendix VIII) included the managementʼs best estimates and had been 
prepared within reasonable limits of materiality in accordance with Canadian Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles. Icsid used external auditors APSV Chartered Professional 
Accountants Inc. (Canada) for the review engagement of the two financial reports presented 
to the general assembly for approval. 

12.2 Question period 
Mr. Jan Stavik of professional member Designasutria (Austria) noted that there was an 
increase of 60% in operational budget for the World Design Capital® programme this year, 
and whether it was a case that it was just more expensive now to be a WDC city and how 
much could we continue to rely on this as a growing source of revenue. His second question 
relates to the lowering proportion (20%) of membership fee revenue, and what plans the 
Board has in the long term of increasing membership fee revenue, which he believes would 
be possible, and desirable so as not to sacrifice membership growth to programming. The 
Secretary General explained that Icsid had a three-term business plan to grow the WDC 
programme to what it is now and that there were no further fee increases projected for the 
designated city. Ms. Maing added that it would be one of the Board’s most important tasks 
this term to review the business plan in order to diversify revenue streams and mitigate risk. 
As for membership growth, Dr. Gien replied that with Renew and the new vision, it gave Icsid 
much stronger footing to go back to lapsed members and develop a robust membership 
development plan to grow not only the volume of members, retaining existing members, but 
growing that revenue stream generally. The Secretary General also pointed out that 
membership revenue had actually not changed much in the last years, especially when we 
account for the fluctuation due to conversion of monies from the Euro to Canadian dollars. 
 
Mr. David Kusuma of corporate member Tupperware (USA) noted that Icsid reports in 
Canadian dollars but invoices in Euros. He asked if that should be changed. The Secretary 
General explained that in 2004 when Icsid restructured the budgeting process they were 
receiving an operating grant from Montreal International in Canadian dollars, but were 
invoicing members in Euros. Because members were already comfortable with Euros, and 
because of the strength of the Canadian dollar at the time, it was decided not to change the 
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invoicing currency. The Board also felt that this strategy of two currencies allowed Icsid to 
better manage risk.  
 
Dr. Gianfranco Zaccai of corporate member Continuum (USA) also wanted to comment on 
membership value. He expressed his belief that this was an area that needs significant 
thought and effort, so that Icsid can bring greater value to members and their members. He 
also said he thought Icsid should make an effort to leverage these members and their 
members – not necessarily through membership fees, but in clout, in press coverage and 
global prestige – and that this would be an opportunity from a financial point of view as well to 
create value for members. Dr. Gien replied that this had been an ongoing concern at the 
Board, namely how Icsid could not only connect to its members, but also to their members in 
order to create value. Again, he sees the work on Renew Icsid as a stepping-stone to 
reaching out and building the value proposition to attract involvement from the members of 
member organisations. Ms. Maing agreed that it was time to raise the membership value now 
that a variety of revenue streams had been established. 
 
Prof. Judit Varhelyi of educational member Tama Art University (Japan) asked for a bit more 
insight into the World Design Partner® Programme, which she noted had grown both in 
income and expense. The Secretary General gave a brief overview of the origins of the 
programme and explained that initially these partners had been secured with support by a 
consultant, but that since then this activity had been transferred in-house. This would account 
for a rising of staff cost associated with the programme, but she said in the long run this 
option was more cost-efficient. 

12.3 Approval of financial statements  
Motion 12: Approval of the financial statements as reported in the 2013-2015 Board Report 

• In favour: Unanimous 
• Against: 0 
• Abstentions: 0 

Result: Motion passed  
 

13.0 WORLD DESIGN IMPACT PRIZE 2015-2016  

13.1 Presentation of shortlisted projects 
Dr. Gien introduced the Prize and reminded the assembly why it was created: to shine a 
spotlight on designers making a difference in the world. He mentioned that this cycle 82 
nominations had been received. He also gave an overview of the winners of the two previous 
cycles, namely The Community Cooker in 2012 and the ABC Syringe in 2014. He then briefly 
presented the six shortlisted projects: 
 

• HappyTap 
• IHearYou®  
• INVELOX on Palmyra Atoll 
• Lumkani Fire Detector 
• RE:BUILD 
• Warka Water 

 
The general assembly viewed a video compilation of the prize shortlist. (Refer to 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dv2d-IqEwOM for the video). 
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He also thanked the Review Panel for the Prize, which consisted of: 
 

• Dr. Mariana Amatullo, Co-Founder and Vice President, Designmatters Department, 
ArtCenter College of Design (USA) 

 
• Dr. Krista Donaldson, Chief Executive Officer, D-Rev (USA) 

 
• Dr. Ashley Hall, Professor of Design Innovation, Innovation Design Engineering 

School of Design, Royal College of Art (UK) 
 

• Ms. Younghee Jung, Design research and innovation consultant (South Korea) 
 

• Mr. Sérgio Póvoa Pires, President, Institute for Research and Urban Planning of 
Curitiba (Brazil) 

13.2 Voting 
Dr. Gien explained how to fill out the World Design Impact Prize ballot and members present 
then completed their election ballots and submitted them. 

 
14.0 WORLD DESIGN CAPITAL  
 
Dr. Gien announced that two special delegations were invited to join the general assembly 
for the World Design Capital® agenda item. He then went on to give an overview of past 
World Design Capital cities, including Cape Town. In 2014, thousands of people were 
touched by and involved in WDC activities. This included the Ward project, which included 
36 projects over 81 wards, and the new data portal, directly attributable to the programme 
and which has been a motor for job creation.  
 
Dr. Gien also discussed the success and visibility enjoyed by Cape Town, which he 
described as a testament to the impact of the programme. In 2014, Cape Town made No. 1 
in The New York Times’ list of 52 places to visit and ranked first among The Guardian’s top 
40 holiday spots. Over 2.4 billion people were reached through 3637 media posts from The 
New York Times and the Guardian to The Huffington Post. And according to the 
development economists, Urban-Econ, who conducted the impact assessment, for every 
Rand invested in implementing WDC 2014, 2.46 Rand was generated in new business.  
 
He then briefly introduced Taipei as a city deeply committed to showcasing design as a tool 
to reinvent the city and improve the lives of its citizens and welcomed Commissioner Chung-
Hwa Ni to address the assembly. 

14.1 WDC Taipei 2016 presentation 
Commissioner Ni introduced himself as the Commissioner of Cultural Affairs from Taipei City 
Government and gave his apologies on behalf of Mayor Ko who was unable to attend. He 
thanked Icsid for according Taipei the opportunity to become World Design Capital and for its 
support. He also thanked the Taiwan Design Center and the City Government for their efforts 
in preparing next year’s activities. He finally thanked past WDC cities for their assistance and 
insight. He expressed his belief that design was the way to light the path for future 
generations. He then welcomed the CEO of the WDC 2016 Taipei Office, Mr. Han Wu. 
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Mr. Wu started by thanking the assembly for the time they took to be here today. Just as it 
takes time to get to a place like Gwangju, change through design also takes time, but it 
certainly worthwhile. He then proceeded to talk about three topics at the heart of Taipei 2016. 
Starting with the idea “Open Design for All”. He explained that neither he nor Mayor Ko were 
designers, but they thought it was very important that design be accessible to all citizens and 
that they would be inviting organisations across many different disciplines to partner with the 
City Government and private enterprise in order to make design accessible to everyone and 
to get everybody’s input as Taipei tackles the challenges ahead of it. 
 
The second topic was “Adaptive City – Design in Motion”, meaning that Taipei is a city that 
goes through incremental change, as opposed to disruptive change, so next year will be 
about trying to change people’s mindsets and crafting people-focused policies and 
incorporating design thinking into everyday processes. And these incremental changes can 
still make a huge impact through social design and co-creation. Through collaboration with 
NGOs, government and other organisations Taipei will invite people to solve the city’s real-
world problems. The third topic was that Taipei is open to international co-creation and that 
they will be inviting everyone to participate to solve Taipei’s problems. 
 
Mr. Wu then spoke of some of the key events, starting with the WDC Signature Events New 
Year’s Eve of Design, the Design Gala, the Policy and Design Conference, Design House 
Exhibitions and the Convocation Ceremony. In addition to the Signature Events, there will be 
two to three major local events every month. He then presented a brief video about Taipei 
2016 and invited the assembly to accept a gift bag of authentic Taiwanese tea. He expressed 
his anticipation at seeing Icsid members come to Taipei and participate in the programming 
next year. 

14.2 WDC 2018 announcement 
Dr. Gien then turned his attention to the announcement of WDC 2018. He started by 
thanking the World Design Capital Selection Committee: 
 

• Prof. Mugendi M’Rithaa, Professor at Cape Peninsula University of Technology 
(South Africa)  

 
• Dr. Meric Gertler, President of the University of Toronto (Canada) 

 
• Dr. Luyanda Mpahlwa, architect, urban designer and Director of DesignSpaceAfrica 

(South Africa)  
 

• Ms. Abigail Posner, Head of Strategic Planning at Google (USA)  
 

• Mayor Wen-Je Ko, Taipei City Government [Taiwan (Chinese Taipei)]  
 

He also highlighted the role of Mr. Nils Toft, who chaired the selection committee. 
 
He then spoke of the two shortlisted cities, Curitiba (Brazil) and Mexico City (Mexico) and 
introduced a short video for both cities. He then announced that Mexico City would be the 
2018 World Design Capital citing its vibrant and entrepreneurial young design community 
and their desire to embrace old and new in an innovative plan for showcasing design in 
mega city planning and quality of life improvements as some of the reasons for their 
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selection. He invited Mr. Jorge Vazquez of the Ministry of Tourism for Mexico City to come 
to the podium to accept the designation. 
 
On behalf of Mr. Mancera the Mayor of Mexico City and the secretary of tourism, Mr. 
Vazquez thanked Icsid and its members for the honour of being WDC 2018. In way of 
introduction, Mr. Vazquez also presented a brief video that showed a little bit more about 
Mexico City, entitled “You Have to Live It to Believe It”.  
 
He went on to give a comprehensive overview of Mexico City as a tourist destination, 
including information on where visitors come from, their dollar spend, accommodation, 
attractions and activities in the city. He also discussed Mexican cuisine, including traditional 
Mexican cuisine, which is on the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List. A video on 
Mexican gastronomy was presented. He also described Mexico City’s efforts to become a 
green city with solid public transport infrastructure. He also talked about Design Week 
Mexico and the efforts to get Mexican designers to be able to sell their works in the city’s 
main shopping areas. He then introduced Mr. Marco Coello. 
 
On behalf of the government of Mexico City, Design Week Mexico and its partners, Mr. 
Coello thanked Icsid for awarding the WDC 2018 designation to his city. He expressed how 
pleased he was to be able to celebrate the seventh edition of the Design Week with an 
announcement of the nomination. He went on to say that October has been constituted 
design month in Mexico and that there were a range of activities under way including design 
proposals, conferences, discussion panels, films and installations in public spaces among 
other activities, with the aim to promote dialogue between design professionals and 
government officials. He said that through initiatives like WDC, Mexico City would become a 
window onto the world allowing them to search for new ideas and create a better living 
experience in the city. 
 

 
15.0 UPDATE ON 2017 GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 
Dr. Gien gave the assembly an update on the status of the 2017 general assembly location, 
stating that in a move away from the congress model, future assemblies were to be held in 
partnership with established design events as a way to leverage existing expertise, engage 
the wider design community and address issues around the power of design to effect 
positive change. He explained that a call for bids was launched earlier in the year to host the 
2017 general assembly, which will be the 30th assembly and coincide with Icsid’s 60th 
anniversary. A few incomplete expressions of interest had been received, and a new informal 
process was now in progress. Once the secretariat team had a recommendaiton, the new 
Board would be responsible for approving the date and venue and, finalising this early in the 
next term. Before proceeding with the vote, he asked if there were any questions from the 
assembly. There were no questions. 
 
Motion 13: Approval to grant authority to the 2015-2017 Board of Directors to approve the 
date and the venue of the 2017 general assembly 

• In favour: Unanimous 
• Against: 0 
• Abstentions: 0 

Result: Motion passed  
   
 



 

XXIX General Assembly Draft Minutes  
 

21 

 
 
 
16.0 VISION OF THE 2015-2017 PRESIDENT 
 
Prof. M’Rithaa began by thanking Icsid’s past presidents, three of whom were present at the 
assembly, noting that no one accomplishes anything alone. He went on to thank the 
secretariat team for keeping the organisation’s institutional memory alive, and finally thanked 
his mentors, in particular Ms. Adrienne Viljeon. 
 
Prof. M’Rithaa discussed how the world is changing rapidly, and that as designers we need to 
pay attention to the megatrends, which references issues such as an ageing population, 
climate change, rapid urbanisation and sustainability. These changes will affect the design 
profession, and he expressed his belief that the challenge is to design a better quality of life 
for everyone, not just raise living standards. 
 
He continued on the topic of change, saying that the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa) and the newly coined MINT (Mexico, Indonesia, Nigeria and Turkey) economies 
present new opportunities for industrial designers. He noted that change in the professional 
domain has taken the form of a more collaborative, participatory and inclusive practice, 
leading to user-centred design solutions. Furthermore, he noted the blurring of lines between 
disciplines and the opportunity for industrial designers to impart their unique sensibilities in 
diverse fields such as interaction design, service design, social design, and user experience 
design. He spoke of the new opportunities for designers in the solutions economy, and with 
the Sustainable Development Goals recently announced by the United Nations. 
 
On a personal level, Prof. M’Rithaa said he planned to build on the work done by past 
Presidents and their Boards, and that he would focus his energies on the following three 
themes: 
 
He said he was committed to the Renew agenda and wished to contribute to the vision 
championed by President Brandon Gien and the outgoing Board. 
 
He said he would engage members in order to establish means by which our organisation 
can offer a value proposition aligned with their respective visions and missions, and thanked 
longstanding members. He also called to members to volunteer of their time, passion and 
expertise to work closely with the incoming Board to generate pertinent and authoritative 
Position Statements on key concerns such as Climate Change; Distributed Renewable 
Energy; and Design for Social Innovation and Sustainability.  
 
Thirdly, Prof. M’Rithaa said that as an educator, he hoped to explore opportunities for growth 
and support especially amongst young designers globally by connecting their aspirations and 
energies to Icsid’s existing global membership. This would not only consolidate the 
organisation’s future but also equip the next generation for leadership. Here again he called 
to members to step forward to collaborate on initiatives that reach out to young designers. 
 
He concluded by welcoming the incoming Board and said he looked forward to working with 
all the members. 
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17.0 ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 2015-2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Dr. Gien announced the election results as follows. 
 
Table 1: 2015 President-elect and Board of Directors Election Results 
 
Number of voting cards cast: 79 
Number of voting cards with spoiled votes: 3 

 
President-elect 
Mrs. Luisa Bocchietto (Italy) 48 Elected 
Dr. Gianfranco Zaccai (USA) 28 
 
Board members 
Ms. Eunjoo Maing (South Korea) 72 Elected 
Mr. Srini Srinivasan (USA, India) 66 Elected 
Mr. Gilles Rougon (France) 61 Elected 
Mr. Mario Gagnon (Canada) 57 Elected 
Mr. Shikuan Chen [Taiwan, (Chinese Taipei)] 54 Elected 
Mr. Alpay Er (Turkey) 52 Elected 
Dr. Makoto Watanabe (Japan) 46 Elected 
Prof. Yongqi Lou (China) 42 Elected 
Ms. Vivian Wai Kwan Cheng (Hong Kong, SAR) 39 Elected 
Mr. Nils Toft (Sweden) 26 
Ms. Cathy Veninga (New Zealand) 25 
Prof. David Swann (UK) 16 
Dr. Cristina Guzmán (Mexico) 7 

 
Dr. Gien congratulated the incoming Board, and proceeded to thank the members, fellow 
Board Members, Senators, the Secretary General and the secretariat team. 
 
  
18.0 INDUCTION CEREMONY 
 
Ms. De Silva then invited Prof. Lee to step up to the podium and induct Dr. Gien into the 
Senate by presenting him with a gold Icsid pin. Dr. Gien then presented the Secretary 
General with a bouquet of flowers in recognition of her hard work over the term. 
 
Dr. Gien then took the opportunity to recognise Mr. Kazuo Kimura for his steadfast support 
of Icsid over many years. Mr. Kimura then treated the assembly to an acapella rendition of 
the traditional Japanese folk song, Sakura Sakura. 
  
19.0 OTHER BUSINESS 
 
There was no other business. Dr. Gien then declared the XXIX general assembly closed. 
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Appendix I – General Assembly attendance record 

2013 - 2015 Board of Directors 
The following board members were present: 
• Dr. Brandon Gien (Australia), President 
• Prof. Mugendi K. M'Rithaa (South Africa), President-elect 
• Ms. Eunjoo Maing (South Korea), Treasurer 
• Mrs. Luisa Bocchietto (Italy) 
• Mr. Tony K. M. Chang [Taiwan, (Chinese Taipei)] 
• Ms. Vivian Wai Kwan Chen (Hong Kong SAR) 
• Mr. Mario Gagnon (Canada) 
• Mr. Srini Srinivasan (USA, India) 
• Dr. Makoto Watanabe (Japan) 
• Mr. Ralph Wiegmann (Germany) 

Senators 
The following senators were present: 
• Prof. Soon-in Lee (South Korea), Convenor of the Senate 
• Mr. Luigi Ferrara (Italy) 
• Prof. Carlos Hinrichsen (Chile) 

Regional Advisors 
The following regional advisors were present: 
• Dr. Alpay Er (Turkey) 
• Mr. Tapani Hyvönen (Finland) 
• Mr. Kazuo Kimura (Japan) 
• Mr. David Kusuma (USA) 
• Mr. Kazuo Tanaka (Japan) 
• Prof. Judit Varhelyi (Hungary) 
• Ms. Adrienne Viljoen (South Africa) 
• Dr. Gianfranco Zaccai (USA) 

Secretariat Team 
The following members of the secretariat team were present: 
• Ms. Dilki de Silva, Secretary General 
• Ms. Augie Van Biljouw, Director of Communications 
• Ms. Sarah Montpetit, Communications Officer 
• Ms. Gemma Peralta, Special Events Officer 
• Ms. Tu Tram Pham, Digital Communications Officer 
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Appendix II – Approved proxy votes 
 

The following council members were approved by the Board of Directors to hold proxy votes 
as follows: 
 

1. Agence pour la promotion de la création industrielle (France) 
- École nationale supérieure de création industrielle (France) 
- Fédération des Designers Industriels (France) 
- IDEA (France) 

2. Association of Canadian Industrial Designers (Canada) 
- Université de Montréal (Canada) 

3. Cape Peninsula University of Technology (South Africa) 
- Oslo School of Architecture and Design (Norway) 
- Good Design Australia (Australia) 
- University of Botswana (Botswana) 

4. Carleton University (Canada) 
- …XYZ Design Pty (Ltd) (South Africa) 
- College for Creative Studies (USA) 
- DJ Academy of Design (India) 

5. Continuum LLC (USA) 
- ArtCenter College of Design (USA) 
- Autonomous University of the State of Mexico (Mexico) 

6. Designaustria (Austria) 
- Designidea (Denmark) 
- Norwegian Centre for Design and Architecture (Norway) 
- Swedish Industrial Design Foundation (SVID) (Sweden) 

7. Designers Institute of New Zealand Inc. (New Zealand) 
- Design Institute of Australia (Australia) 
- Tiller Design Pty Ltd (Australia) 

8. Instituto Professional Duoc UC De La Pontifica Universidad Catolica de Chile (Chile) 
- George Brown College (Canada) 
- Queensland University of Technology (Australia) 

9. École nationale supérieure des arts décoratifs (France) 
- Strate School of Design (France) 

10. Hong Kong Design Centre (Hong Kong SAR) 
- Braun - Procter & Gamble Manufacturing GmbH (Germany) 
- Design Zentrum Nordrhein Westfalen (Germany) 
- Orcadesign Consultants Pte Ltd (Singapore) 

11. Industrial Designers Society of America (USA) 
- Indian Institute of Technology (IITBombay) (India) 
- Institute for Research and Urban Planning of Curitiba (Brazil) 

12. iF International Forum Design GmbH (Germany) 
- Centro Brasil Design (Brazil) 

13. Japan Institute of Design Promotion (Japan) 
- Musashino Art University (Japan) 

14. Korea Institute of Design Promotion (South Korea) 
- Design Center of the Philippines (Philippines) 
- LG Electronics Inc. (South Korea) 



 

XXIX General Assembly Draft Minutes  
 

25 

- Samsung Electronics Co. Ltd (17 November only) (South Korea) 
15. Lumium Inc. (USA) 

- Universidad Jorge Tadeo Lozano (Columbia) 
- National Institute of Design (India) 
- Universidad Autonoma des Aguascalientes (Mexico) 

16. Middle East Technical University 
- ETMK - Industrial Designers Society of Turkey (Turkey) 
- Istanbul Technical University (Turkey) 
- Kale Group of Companies (Turkey) 

17. Ozyegin University (Turkey) 
- Izmir University of Economics (Turkey) 
- Vestel Electronics Company (Turkey) 

18. SABS Design Institute (South Africa) 
- Cape Town Partnership (South Africa) 

19. Tama Art University (Japan) 
- Hungarian Design Council (Hungary) 

20. Tupperware Corporation (USA) 
- Arch Academy of Design (India) 
- National Institute of Creative Communication (India) 
- University of Petroleum and Energy Studies, School of Design Studies (India) 
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Appendix III – Existing membership 

Associate   
• Shenzhen Sphinx Cultural Industry Investment Co. Ltd. (China) 
• Turkish Patent Institute (Turkey) 
• Welingkar Institute of Management (India) 

Corporate 
• ...XYZ Design (Pty) Ltd (South Africa) 
• Alessi (Italy) 
• Arçelik A.Ş. (Turkey) 
• Autodesk (Canada) 
• Bayerische Motoren Werke AG (BMW Group) (Germany) 
• Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (Canada) 
• Braun GmbH (Germany) 
• Continuum (United States) 
• Hyundai Motor Company (South Korea) 
• Kale Group of Companies (Turkey) 
• LG Electronics Inc. (South Korea) 
• Lumium Inc. (United States) 
• NOVA Design [Taiwan (Chinese Taipei)] 
• OMC Design Studio S.R.L. (Italy) 
• Orcadesign Consultants Pte Ltd (Singapore) 
• Philips Design (Netherlands) 
• Samsung Electronics Co. Ltd (South Korea) 
• Tupperware Corporation (United States) 
• Vestel Electronics Company (Turkey) 

Educational 
• Aalto University School of Arts, Design and Architecture (Finland) 
• ARCH Academy of Design (India) 
• Art Center College of Design (United States) 
• Cape Peninsula University of Technology (South Africa) 
• Carleton University (Canada) 
• Chiba University (Japan) 
• College for Creative Studies (United States) 
• Delft University of Technology (Netherlands) 
• DJ Academy of Design (India) 
• Ecole nationale supérieure des arts décoratifs (France) 
• George Brown College (Canada) 
• Hong Kong Design Institute (Hong Kong) 
• Indian Institute of Technology (IITBombay) (India) 
• Instituto Profesional DuocUC de la Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile (Chile) 
• Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores S.C. (Universidad Anahuac) (Mexico) 
• Istanbul Technical University (ITU) (Turkey) 
• Istituto d'Arte Applicata e Design Torino (Italy) 
• Izmir University of Economics (Turkey) 
• Les Ateliers-Ensci (École nationale supérieure de création industrielle) (France) 
• Middle East Technical University (METU) (Turkey) 
• Musashino Art University (Japan) 
• National Institute of Creative Communication (India) 
• National Institute of Design (India) 



 

XXIX General Assembly Draft Minutes  
 

27 

• Oslo School of Architecture & Design (Norway) 
• Ozyegin University (OzU) / Istanbul Institute of Design (Turkey) 
• Queensland University of Technology (Australia) 
• Royal College of Art (United Kingdom) 
• Shih-Chien University [Taiwan (Chinese Taipei)] 
• Srishti School of Art, Design & Technology (India) 
• Swiss Design Center (Switzerland) 
• Taiwan Tech (National Taiwan University of Science and Technology) [Taiwan (Chinese Taipei)] 
• Tama Art University (Japan) 
• Technical University of Eindhoven (Netherlands) 
• Temasek Polytechnic (Singapore) 
• Tongji University (China) 
• Universidad Autonoma de Aguascalientes (Mexico) 
• Universidad de los Andes (Colombia) 
• Universidad El Bosque (Colombia) 
• Universidad Iberoamericana (Mexico) 
• Universidad Jorge Tadeo Lozano (Colombia) 
• Université de Montréal (Canada) 
• University of Botswana (Botswana) 
• University of Brighton (United Kingdom) 
• University of Western Sydney (Australia) 
• Xi'an Jiaotong University (China) 

Professional 
• Associacio de Disseny Industrial (Spain) 
• Association of Canadian Industrial Designers (Canada) 
• Association of Designers of Russia (Russian Federation) 
• Associazione per il Disegno Industriale (Italy) 
• Chinese Industrial Designers Association [Taiwan (Chinese Taipei)] 
• Design Institute of Australia (Australia)Designaustria (Austria) 
• Designers Institute of New Zealand Inc. (New Zealand) 
• Designers Society of Slovenia (Slovenia) 
• Industrial Designers Society of America (United States) 
• Industrial Designers Society of Turkey (Turkey) 
• Japan Industrial Designers' Association (Japan) 
• Korea Association of Industrial Design (South Korea) 
• Latvian Designers' Society (Latvia) 
• Norwegian Industrial Designers (Norway) 
• The Finnish Association of Designers Ornamo (Finland) 
• Verband Deutscher Industrie Designer e.V. (Germany) 

 

Promotional 
• Agence pour la promotion de la création industrielle (France) 
• Asociación Colombiana Red Académica de Diseño (Colombia) 
• Barcelona Design Centre (Spain) 
• bayern design GmbH (Germany) 
• Beijing Industrial Design Center (China) 
• Cape Town Partnership (South Africa) 
• China International Design Industry Union (China) 
• China Productivity Center [Taiwan (Chinese Taipei)] 
• City Architects Division, Dublin City Council (Ireland) 
• Design Development Centre (Malaysia) 
• Design Flanders (Belgium) 
• Design Zentrum Nordrhein Westfalen (Germany) 
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• DesignSingapore Council (Singapore) 
• Fédération des Designers Industriels (France) 
• Gwangju Biennale Foundation (South Korea) 
• Hong Kong Design Centre (Hong Kong) 
• Hungarian Design Council (Hungary) 
• iF International Forum Design GmbH (Germany) 
• International Design Fairs /Uluslarası Fuarcılık A.Ş (Turkey) 
• Japan Institute of Design Promotion (Japan) 
• Korea Institute of Design Promotion (South Korea) 
• Malaysia Design Council (Malaysia) 
• Malaysia Design Technology Centre (Malaysia) 
• Rat fuer Formgebung / German Design Council (Germany) 
• Russian Research Institute for Industrial Design (Russian Federation) 
• Seoul Design Foundation (South Korea) 
• South African Bureau of Standards Design Institute (South Africa) 
• Swedish Industrial Design Foundation (Sweden) 
• Taiwan Design Center [Taiwan (Chinese Taipei)] 
• Thailand Creative & Design Center (Thailand) 
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Appendix IV – Membership changes 

Reinstatement 
• China Industrial Design Association (China) to the Professional pillar 
• Estonian Association of Designers (Estonia) to the Professional pillar 

Name Changes 
• Australia International Design Awards (Australia) has changed its name to: 

• Good Design Australia 
• Bilbao Bizkaia Design & Creativity Council (Spain) has changed its name to:  

• Bilbao Bizkaia Design Council 
• Cosmit Spa (Italy) has changed its name to: 

• Federlegno Arredo Eventi Spa 
• Instituto de la Mediana y Pequena Industria Valenciana (Spain) has changed its name to: 

• Instituto Valenciano de la Competitividad Empresarial 
• Product Development and Design Center of the Philippines (Philippines) has changed its name to: 

• Design Center of the Philippines 

Pillar Changes 
• Shenzhen Industrial Design Profession Association (China) has changed from the Associate to the 

Promotional pillar 
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Appendix V – Withdrawals and terminations 

Associate 
• Product Design & Innovation, Crain Communications (United Kingdom) 
• Udruzenje gradjana Nedelja Dizajna (Belgrade Design Week) (Serbia) 
• Vancouver International Design Centre (Canada) 

Corporate 
• Deloitte Australia (Australia) 
• Dongbu Daewoo Electronics Corp. (South Korea) 
• Ideso (South Africa) 
• Innovation Design Motorola Solutions Worldwide Radio Systems (United States) 
• Nokia Mobile Phones (Finland) 
• STRELKA [Taiwan (Chinese Taipei)] 

Educational 
• American University of Sharjah (United Arab Emirates) 
• Design Academy Eindhoven (Netherlands) 
• Dublin Institute of Technology (Ireland) 
• Institute of Apparel Management (India) 
• Istituto Europeo di Design (Italy) 
• MIT Design Institute (India) 
• Moholy-Nagy University of Art & Design School (Hungary) 
• National Taiwan University of Arts, The College of Design [Taiwan (Chinese Taipei)] 
• Parco Scientifico e Tecnologico Galileo - Scuola Italiana Design (Italy) 
• Pontificia Universidad Javeriana (Colombia) 

Professional 
• Croatian Designers Association (Croatia) 

Promotional 
• Brazilian Association of Design Companies (ABEDESIGN) (Brazil) 
• Design Council (United Kingdom) 
• Design Forum Finland (Finland) 
• Diseño+Diseño (Argentina) 
• Guangzhou Design Week (China) 
• Gwangju Design Center (South Korea) 
• Institute of Industrial Design (IWP) (Poland) 
• International Design Center NAGOYA Inc. (IdcN) (Japan) 
• Le Lieu du Design Paris Ile de France (France) 
• Mission Design (Canada) 
• Norsk Form (Norway) 
• Norwegian Design Council (Norway) 
• Red Dot Singapore Ltd (Singapore) 
• Seoul Design Center (South Korea) 
• Svensk Form (Sweden) 
• Technology and Design Center Association of Turkey (Turkey) 
• Wallonie Design ASBL (Belgium) 
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Appendix VI – Provisional members 
 

Corporate 
• Compal Electronics [Taiwan (Chinese Taipei)] 
• Designidea (Denmark) 
• Eczacıbaşı Building Products Company / VitrA (Turkey) 
• Tiller Design Pty Ltd (Australia) 

Educational 
• Autonomous University of the State of Mexico (Mexico) 
• De La Salle College of Saint Benilde (Philippines) 
• IDEA (France) 
• Strate, School of Design (France) 
• Universidad de Monterrey (Mexico) 
• University of Huddersfield (United Kingdom) 
• University of Petroleum and Energy Studies, School of Design Studies (India) 

Professional 
• Hong Kong Designers Association (Hong Kong) 
• Quanzhou Industrial Design Association (China) 

Promotional 
• Canton Fair Product Design & Trade Promotion (China) 
• Centro Brasil Design (Brazil) 
• Institute for Research and Urban Planning of Curitiba (Brazil) 
• Norwegian Centre for Design and Architecture (Norway) 
• Shanghai Promotion Center for City of Design (China) 
• Shenzhen Design Union (China) 
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Appendix VII – Overview of proposed amendments to the Constitution 
and By-laws 

Article 2: Name, Acronym and legal status 
The primary amendment to this article proposes a name change for the organisation in 
alignment with the renewal of the organisation. 
 
It also highlights the full authority given to the board to extend the secretariat’s stay in 
Montreal (Canada) and confirm its physical location, noting that only a change of city at any 
time would require general assembly approval. 

Article 5: Aims and Vision 
The overall objective of the organisation has changed to reflect the new direction to promote 
the value of design and its impact on humanity. It also emphasises the organisation’s primary 
objective to identify challenges and opportunities for industrial design to address some of the 
world’s most significant social and environmental issues. 

Article 6: Membership 
Membership categories and criteria have remained the same however the wording has been 
simplified.  
 
Associate membership has been redefined to enable non-industrial design focused 
organisations the opportunity to become members as long as they can demonstrate a 
commitment to the advancement of industrial design and their activities are consistent with 
the aims and objectives of the organisation. This membership type will continue to be a non-
voting member of the organisation. 

Article 7: Responsibility (of Membership) 
This is a new article in the organisation’s constitution highlighting the responsibility and 
agreement by its members to participate in the initiatives and activities of the organisation. 

Article 8: Suspensions, Terminations and Withdrawals 
The primary amendment to this article states that failure to submit membership fees by 31 
March will result in an automatic suspension of membership until fees are paid. This will 
facilitate the financial operations of the Secretariat and greatly improve the current collections 
process. 

Article 9: Operational Structure 
This article provides an overview of the operational structure required to govern, as well as 
maintain the activities of the organisation. It also provides an outline of each group’s primary 
role within the operational structure. These groups have been defined as the Board of 
Directors, a Secretariat staff, Regional Advisors (i.e. past board members) and a Senate (i.e. 
past presidents). 
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Article 10: Procedures (of General Assembly) 
This article has been greatly simplified and provides an overview of the processes of the 
general assembly. 
 
Members of the organisation will continue to be invited to convene biennially to attend the 
general assembly with a primary objective to: 

• Plan and discuss the future direction of the organisation 
• Appoint the board of directors 
• Receive reports on the organisations initiatives and activities 
• Approve constitutional items 

 
Additions to the procedures of the membership at the biennial general assembly include the 
discussion and identification of regional issues that will feed into the organisation’s global 
design agenda. 
 
Omissions to the procedures of the membership at the biennial general assembly include the 
ratification of membership, which according to the newly amended bylaw a.1.1 states that the 
board’s approval of membership applications will be binding and final. Therefore, no 
ratification will be required at the general assembly. As a result, the term provisional member 
has been eliminated, meaning that all applicants, once approved by the board will be 
considered ‘members’ and have full rights of membership upon approval. 

Article 12: Financial Management 
The primary amendment to this article grants the board authority to evaluate and adjust 
membership fees provided members are given one year’s notice. 

By-laws 

a. Membership  
The bylaw relating to the admission of members provides a clearer outline of member rights 
and responsibilities.  

b. Composition of Board 
These bylaws have been simplified for clarity. However, this section also makes reference to 
the Board Governing Policy – a supplemental created and implemented to further govern the 
operations of the board to ensure the consistent and transparent management of the 
organisation from term to term. 

c. General Assembly 
In general, bylaws regarding the general assembly have remained the same. Only the 
wording has been simplified. 
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Operation Budget 
31 December 2015 

 
  (12 Months) 
  CA$ 
Revenue  
 World Design Capital-Designation (WDC)  422,000  
 World Design Partnership Programme (WDPP)  328,000  
 Memberships  282,000  
 Subsidies  125,000  
 Reserved Funds  120,000  
 Congress and General Assembly  65,000  
 ICSID-Corporate Innovators (ICI)  13,000  
 Interest and Other Revenue  7,000  
 Endorsement  6,500  
Total Revenue  1,368,500  
   
   
Expenses  
Administrative Expenses  
 Salaries, Consultancy and Benefits  621,206  
 Rent  62,537  
 Bad Debts  44,000  
 Tax Expenses  28,000  
 Depreciation Expense  12,000  
 Insurance  8,000  
 Professional Fees  8,000  
 Interest and Bank Charges  7,000  
 Telecommunications  7,000  
 Office Expenses  6,966  
 Office Supplies  6,200  
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 Computer and Other maintenance  4,500  
 Mailing and Shipping  2,500  
 Permits  400  
   818,309  
   
Marketing and Meeting Expenses  
 Marketing and Communications  16,900  
 Meeting and Travel  25,100  
   42,000  
   
Project Expenses  
 World Design Capital-Designation (WDC)  160,980  
 World Design Partnership Programme (WDPP)  155,500  
 Congress and General Assembly  103,542  
 World Design Impact Prize (WDIP)  14,810  
 Community Engagement (Renew ID)  10,600  
 World Industrial Design Day (WIDD)  5,500  
   450,932  
   
Total Expenses  1,311,241  
   
Excess of Revenue Over Expenses Before Exchange Gain (Loss) 57,259  
Exchange Loss  56,000  
EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSES  1,259  
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Statement of Operation    
For the year ended on 31 December 
 
    
  2014  2013 
  CA$  CA$ 
Revenue    
 Memberships  277,557    282,892  
 World Design Capital-Designation (WDC)  263,174    181,839  
 World Design Partnership Programme (WDPP)  258,680    275,290  
 Subsidies  75,000    75,000  
 World Design Capital-Expansion  50,000    91,244  
 ICSID-Corporate Innovators (ICI)  27,212    25,700  

 
Amortization of Deferred Subsidy Related to Fixed 
Assets  27,099    27,099  

 Endorsement  23,965    6,400  
 Interest and Other Revenue  20,864    12,524  
 Congress and General Assembly  1,490    26,386  
 IDA Congress   -      40,294  
Total Revenue  1,025,041    1,044,668  
     
Expenses    
Administrative Expenses    
 Salaries, Consultancy and Benefits  487,341    446,116  
 Bad Debts  57,300    11,181  
 Rent  45,633    48,387  
 Tax Expenses  33,140    32,292  
 Professional Fees  6,219    4,790  
 Interest and Bank Charges  6,060    3,014  
 Office Supplies and Expenses  6,031    5,427  
 Amortization of Fixed Assets  5,660    5,543  
 Website and Other Maintenance  5,249    4,084  
 Insurance  4,777    4,644  
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 Telecommunication  4,560    4,208  
 Amortization of Intangible Assets  2,087    4,321  
 Mailing and Shipping  456    159  
 Permits  188    185  
   664,701    574,351  
Marketing and Meeting 
Expenses     
 Marketing and Communication Expenses  23,645    19,433  
 Meeting and Travel  9,822    9,241  
   33,467    28,674  
Project Expenses    
 World Design Partnership Programme (WDPP)  164,729    96,575  
 World Design Capital -Designation (WDC)  96,739    94,494  
 World Design Capital - Expansion  77,802    148,467  
 World Design Impact Prize (WDIP)  10,871    9,038  
 International Design Alliance (IDA)  7,853    5,638  
 Congress and General Assembly  2,521    49,246  
 World Industrial Design Day (WIDD)  2,137    2,272  
 IDA Congress   -      80,254  
   362,652    485,984  
     
Total Expenses  1,060,820    1,089,009  
     
Excess (Deficit) of Revenue Over Expenses Before Exchange Gain (Loss) (35,779)  (44,341) 
 Exchange Gain (Loss)  47,149    55,924  

 
Reduction (Net of Liabilities) of IDA Congress 
Identity Value  -     (1,240) 

 EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSES   11,370    10,343  
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